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One of the major functions of a regional planning commission in Alberta, as provided by 
the Planning Act, is to study the resources and development of the regional planning area with a 
view to preparing a regional plan, 

In order to obtain a general appreciation of the development potential of the Jldman 
River Region and to formulate preliminary regional planning policies prior to the preparation of 
a full scale regional plan, the Oldman River Regional Planning Commission is compiling and anal- 
ysing all relevant information readily available and relating to regional development. 

This information will be issued in a series of reports, of which this study of popul- 


ation is the first. 
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PURPOSE OF STUDY 


Population is one of the most important factors to take into account in the development of 
a region. In the preparation of a Reet cant Plan, it is of prime importance te, BBEate hyadegian 
knowledge of all aspects of regional population. | | | 

The purpose of this study is to provide details of the distribution and Peructurce of the 
present population of the Oldman River Region and of mage population trends over both long and short 
periods of time. An indication of possible future trends will then be made, 

The study is presented in the form of a series of maps, diagrams and tables of statistics 
together with a brief statement of the pertinent facts revealed by the statistics. 

At this stage, ers attempt is made to state in detail Pha eearena for and ipltesti one of 
population trends, or to make a hard and fast prediction of future population until studies relation 
to all other aspects of regional development, particularly the regional economy, have been carried 
out, 

The study of population is divided into three parts: 
Part 1 - The distribution and structure of the population of the Region as at 1961. 1961 population 


statistics are shown because most of the information is taken from the 1961 Dominion Census. 
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Part 2 - Past Trends - These include total population changes, natural increase and migration over 
both long and short perieds of time. 


Part 3 - Possible future population trends, 
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DISTRIBUTION AND STRUCTURE OF POPULATION 


OLDMAN RIVER REGION - 196i 


Diagrams 1 to 6 and Tables 1 to 4 show details of the population of the Oldman River Region 


as a whole and the distribution of the population throughout the Region. Distribution of population 


is classified by type and by geographical location. 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


Types include: 

Urban - Rural population. Urban population includes all settlements of 1,000 or more popul- 
ation, whereas rural population consists of the remainder. 

Municipalities. These are classified as cities, towns, and villages, and rural municipal- 
ities (including Indian Reserves). Statistics relate to each individual municipality as 
well as to each category of municipality. 

Farm - Non-farm population. This classification relates only to rural population. Farm 
Population is as defined in the 1961 Dominion Census - “all persons living on a farm, 
regardless of their occupation". A farm is defined as - "an agricultural holding of one 


acre or more with sales of agricultural products during the past 12 months of $50 or more". 
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Diagrams 7 and 8 and Tables 5 and 6 show details of the age and sex structure of the popul- 


ation as recorded by the 1961 Dominion Census, both for the Region as a whole and for each municipality 


in the Region. 


For the purpose of comparison, statistics relating to Alberta as a whole are also shown where 


appropriate. 


The Statistics show that: 


1. 


Total regional population 

The population of the Oldman River Region, as recorded by the last Dominion Census, 1961, was 
118,854. 

Urban - rural distribution 

53.4% of the total population of the Region lived in urban centres of a population of 1,000 or 
more. This compares with 63.9% for the Province as a whole. The higher percentage for the 
Province is largely accounted for by the Cities of Calgary and Edmonton. Almost 40% of the 
population of Alberta resided in these two cities in 196l. 

Approximately 34,000 persons or 61.3% of the rural population in the Region, were classified 


as farm population in 1961. This compares with 60.2% for the Province. 


Distribution by municipalities 


36.7% of the population of the Region lived in Rural Municipalities, 29.8% in Cities - (Lethbridge), 


25.3% in Towns, 4.9% in Villages and 3.3% in Indian Reserves, 


These percentages are higher than those for the Province in all cases except cities where 47% 


of the population of the Province reside, This again is largely accounted for by the comparatively. 


large population of Calgary and Edmonton. 


Distribution of population within rural municipalities 


(a) 


(b) 


Unincorporated settlements 

9.6% of the total population of the Rural Municipalities of the Region lived in unincorporated 
settlements of a population of 50 or more - the proportion in each municipality ranging from 
2.0% in M.D. of Willow Creek to 14.7% in the County of Lethbridge. Eleven out of the 33 unin- 
corporated settlements with a population of 50 or more in the Region are located in the County 
of Lethbridge. 39.3% of the total population of these unincorporated settlements live in the 
County of Lethbridge. 

Farm - Non-Farm 

The proportion of the population living on farms: was almost identical in all of the rural 


Municipalities (not including Improvement Districts) with the exception of the M.D. of 
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Pincher Creek, No. 9, and the County of Lethbridge, No. 26, (all of these municipalities 
had a farm population of between 82.8% and 85.3% of the total population of the Seri eniat 
municipality) .* | 

Both the M. D. of Pincher Creek, No. 9 and he County of Lethbridge, No. 26, had a 
comparatively high proportion of non-farm population (28,27 - M.D. of Pincher Creek and 
32.3% - County of Lethbridge). 

In the M. D. of Pincher ees this may have come about part ly as a result of the growth 
of the gas processing industry in the Mini@ipalicy! whereas in the Cae of Lethbridge it 
reflects the proximity of the City of eachbr idee and the greater number of unincorporated 
settlements in the County than in neh rural miei eet tiek in the Region. 

The low proportion of farm population, 8.4%, in Improvement Districts 8, 10, and 27 


reflects the small percentage of land devoted to agriculture in these areas. 
Ao ee NN EEE 
* The proportion of the population of Rural Municipalities living on farms as shown by the stat- 


istics may be slightly higher than in actual fact, since farm population for: each municipality, 


shown in the 1961 census, includes people living on farms in adjoining urban municipalities. 
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Density of population and size of settlements A 

There is an average density of 9.1 persons per square mile ee Gas Gr Tig emconeweee 
with a density of 5.4 persons per square mile for the Province, although the density of that 
part of the Province excluding the sparsely populated areas* in the north ree west te.laen 
persons per square mile. yer 

The greater proportion of the population of the Region live in éhe eee tecanees and in and 
around the City of Lethbridge, thus reflecting the Gindaante dee BERT eee ana ae eriGeree 
of Lethbridge. 53.3% of the population of the Region live in eRe a Srna oe the County of 
Lethbridge and the Municipal District of Taber, including the City of Lethbridge and other urban 
municipalities within that mca This area consists of just under 20% of the total acreage of 
the Region. | 
75,336 people in the Region live in settlements of 50 or more population. Of these, 
35,454 people (46.9%) live in 1 settlement of over 35,000 population = (Lethbridge) ; 
19,300 people (25.6%) live in 7 settlements of 2,001.- 5,000: population; 


8,718 people (11.6%) live in 6 settlements of 1,001 - 2,000 population; 


LR I | a 


* 


Census Divisions 9, 12,14 and 15; see Diagram 6. 
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3.309 people (4.4%) live in 4 settlements of 501 - 1,000 population; 


7,263 people (9.60%) live in 29 settlements of 101 - 500 population; 


1,462 people (1.9%) live in 17 settlements -of 50 - 100 population. 


‘These statistics and maps emphasize Lethbridge's role as the Regional centre. The City 


is centrally situated within the Region and is by far the largest community. The population 


of Lethbridge in 1961 was 35,454 as compared with 3,951 people living in Taber, the second 


Largest community in the Region. 


Age and sex structure of population 


(a) 


Whole Region 
In 1961, 51.9% of the total population of the Region were males and 48.1% were females 
as compared with 51.6% males a 48.4% females for Alberta. 

There were 4,396 more males than females in the Region and the number of males 
exceeded that of females in all age groups except the 35 to 44 age group, in which there 
were slightly more females (119) than males. In Alberta males exceeded females in all 
age groups except the 20 - 24 age group. 

35.4% of the Londracian ae tie Region and 35.2% of the population of the Province 


were under 15 years of age. This reflects the increased birth rate since the War. 
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The broadening at the base of the age and sex structure pyramids, see Diagram 6 is more 
noticeable for the Province than for the Region. This erated indicate a difference in birth 
rate trends for the Region from that fer the Province (see Part 2 - Necoralerncreseein 

The proportion of the population in the 20 - 44 age group was significantly less for 
the Region than for the Province (30.6% as compared with 34.1%). ‘This could indicate 
that there has been some migration of population in these age groups away fron toe Region 
(see Part 2 - Migration). 

(b) Municipalities in the Region 

There were more males than females in the Rural Municipalities, Towns and Villages 
as a whole, whereas there were slightly more females than males in the City of Lethbridge 
(32 all told). 

Rural Municipalities - 54.1% Males, 45.9% Females 

Town and Villages - 30.9% Males, 49.1% Females 

City of Lethbridge - 49.9% Males, 50.1% Females 

In the Rural Municipalities, there were more males than females in all age groups, 
the surplus being most apparent in the 15 and over age categories, particularly in the 


20 - 24 age group in which there were 43% more males than females, This pattern was also 
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evident in the 55 and over groups in which there were 51% more males than females, 

In the Towns and Villages there were more males than females in all age groups with 
the Eireve ton of the 34 - 44 group, in which there were 7.6% more females than males. 

The greatest imbalance of males as compared with females is in the 0 - 4 group - 9.3% 
more males than females; the 20 - 24 group - 16.2% more males’ than females and in the over 
70 group - 12.6% more males than females. 

In the City of Lethbridge there were slightly more females than males in all age groups 
from 15 to 54 with the exception of the 25 - 34 group, in which the number of males and 
females was almost identical (4 more-males than females). The surplus of females was most 
dd ee in the 20 - 24 group in which there were 22.8% more females than males, while the 
surplus of males over females was most marked in the over 70 group, in which there were 
20.4% more males than females. 

The greater percentage of females, particularly in the 20 - 24 age group, in Lethbridge 
than in the other municipalities reflects the greater employment opportunities for females 
in the City, and it appears to indicate that many females in this age group move from the 


rural municipalities to the urban areas, particularly the City of Lethbridge. 
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The surplus of males in the 70+ age group (55 + in the rural municipalities) is 
probably a reflection of the early days of settlement when there was a preponderance 
of unmarried males, 

Only 5.1% of the population of the rural municipalities were 65 years of age or 
over as compared with 9.7% in the Towns and Villages and 9.0% in the City of Lethbridge. 
This refiects the movement of people from rural to urban areas upon retirement from 
work. 

29.3% of the population of the -rural- municipalities are under 10 years of age as 
compared with 23.5% in Towns and Villages and 23.3% in Lethbridge. This could indicate 


a higher birth rate in the rural municipalities. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION I9Gi 


OLDMAN RIVER REGION AND ALBERTA 
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TABLE. 1: DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 1961 - OLDMAN RIVER’ REGION AND’ ALBERTA. 


OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


TOTAL POPULATION _ rer, 118,854 


DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 












ie Urban - Rural 








Urban 





53.47 







Rural 





46.6% 








MUNICIPALITIES 













Cities ee Ay” 
29.8% 
Towns 30.055 
25.3% 
Villages 5,849 
4.9% 
Rural Municipalities 47,496 
(including Indian Reserves) 40.0% 
3. RURAL POPULATION 
FARM - NON~FARM * 
Farm 33.974 
GLa 
Non-Farm 21,410 
ee 
'* 1961 Definitions used. 
Page 13. 


ALBERTA 


1,331,944 . 


63.97% 


36.1% 


60.27, 


39 .8% 


TABLE 2. SETTLEMENTS WITH A POPULATION OF 50 OR MORE IN OLDMAN RIVER REGION - 1961 


POPULATION CATEGORY SETTLEMENT POPULATION PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 
Over 35,000 City of Lethbridge _ 35,454 fo. 97s * 


-_- 




















2,001 - 5,000 Town of Taber 
Pincher Creek 
Cardston 
Coaldale 
Fort Macleod 
Raymond 
Claresholm 








1,001 - 2,000 Blairmore 
Coleman 
Magrath 
Village of Bellevue 
Town of Vulcan 
Nanton 


Town of 


11.6% 













Town of Picture Butte 
Vauxhall 
Milk River 

Hamlet of Hillcrest 


501 - 1,000 








4.47, 


101 - 500 Village of Warner 
Hamlet of Hardieville 
Village of Coutts 
Village of Stirling 
Village of Champion 
Town of Stavely 
Village of Barons 
Hamlet of Shaughnessy 
Village of Nobleford 


continued.... 
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TABLE 2 continued. 


POPULATION CATEGORY SETTLEMENT POPULATION 


101 - 500 297 
290 
274 









‘Village of Carmangay 
Town of Granum © 
Village of Glenwood 
































Village of Grassy Lake 274 



































Lomond 244 

Hillspring . 243 

Frank 228 

Arrowwood 195 

Hamlet of Barnwell 190 
Coalhurst 190 
Village of Milo 167 
Hamlet of Fairview |e 
Village of Cowley 127 
Hamlet of Sentinel ee 7 | 
Standoff 127 

Lundbreck dod2 

Wrentham Hat 

Monarch 109 

New Dayton 102 


Johnson addition (near Taber) 101 
T7203 







50 - 100 Hamlet of Turin 
Enchant 
Leavitt 
Parkland 
Hartleyville 
Mountain View 
Pincher Station 
Diamond City 
Spring Coulee 
Brant 

Rollag Subdivision 
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PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 


9).67% 


continued 


TABLE 2 continued, 


POPULATION CATEGORY SETTLEMENT POPULATION PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 


Hamlet of Burmis 
Queenstown 
Iron Springs 
Hays 
Beamer 
Riverbottom, Lethbridge 


Hamlet of Ensign 
Travers 
Broder Canning Co. Farm 


1.9% 





TOTAL POPULATION OF SETTLEMENTS OF 50 OR MORE 75,536 100 .0% 
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... TABLE. 3. DENSITY OF. POPULATION - 1961, RURAL MUNICIPALITIES IN OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


MUNICIPALITY cia i POPULATION PERSONS PER SQUARE MILE 


County of Lethbridge nae 26 11,184 
M.D. of Taber No. 14 7. 7,349 
County of Vulcan No. 2 } 5,018 
County of Warner No. 5 4,991 
M. D. of Cardston Now6 { 4,905 
M. D. of Willow Creek No. 26 4,863 
M. D. of Pincher creek No., 9 : 3,240 
Ts) DegNoge 10 re bexti. ae 1,844 
I. D. No. 27 i ak. 
I. D. No. 8 Re. Sa ce 80 
Indian Reserves 3,889 
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TABLE 4. DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION WITHIN RURAL MUNICIPALITIES - 1961 - OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


POPULATION OF 
UNINCORPORATED 
SETTLEMENTS OF 


MUNICIPALITY 50 OR MORE PEOPLE 
County of Lethbridge No. 26 14.7% 
County of Vulcan No. 2 4.87 
County of Warner No. 5 4.77% 
M. D. of Cardston No. -6 3 10.7% 
M. D. of Pincher Creek No. 9 ) 8.0% 
M. D. of Taber No. 14. 5 6.1% 


I. D. No. 8 


i De No. 10 


LubD. BO. ce 


POPULATION OF 
THE REMAINDER OF 
THE MUNICIPALITY 


95.3% 
39.37 
92 .07% 
93.9% 
98 .07% 
100.0% 
39.6% 


100.0% 





FARM POPULATION 


73574 


°4,163 


4,213 





67.7% 
83.07 
84.47, 


84 .8% 


71.8% 


(82 8% 


85.3% 


fone bye 


NON~ FARM 
POPULATION 


° 3,610 
855 
778 
74€ 
ees) 

‘h, 265 


[peg 


1,884 


32 . 3% 
17.0% 
15.6% 
15.2% 
28 .2% 
17.2% 


14.7% 


91.6% 


NOTE: The figures indicated for Farm Population are likely to be slightly higher than the actual 
population because persons living on farms in adjoining Urban Municipalities were included 
in the farm population for Rural Municipalities in the 1961 Census. 
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TABLE 5. AGE AND SEX STRUCTURE 1961. - OLDMAN RIVER REGION AND ALBERTA 


—$o TOTAL maton 10-14 | 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-34] 35-44] 45-541 55-64 | 65- 69 70+ 
? ) > 


17,711} 2,146 
49.97: 6.1% 


Les 743 








30.1% 


Towns and 
Villages 


Rural 
Municipalities 
Whole Region 


7,289 


48.12 6.17 


Alberta 


TABLE 6. AGE AND SEX STRUCTURE 1961 - MUNICIPALITIES - OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


25-34 | 35- ae eae 64 | 65-69 












MUNICIPALITY TOTAL 





10-14 | 15-19 
Cities: M {| 2,146 
Lethbridge 35,454 

F | 2,037 
























































Towns: 
FE | i StAF Lb.) 2R5o2 
Coaldale 2,502 9<672-1-S.66R 
143 159 
5 SLE 6. LSE 
Milk River 
P. Butte 
2 95% 
117 
Raymond 2,362 OP Jey 20g Lites 4 330% 
F P25 40 105 
5.202711 697% 4.447% 
M 153 246 109 
Taber 3,951 3.887, 0.22% 2ualot 
F 157 256 103 
3.97% 6.47% 22607, ; 
: 26 
Vauxhall 942 2 «10% 
13 
4. 88%, Leone 





Cone Lnuecd = se 4 
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| 45-54 | 55-64 | 65-69 70 + 





MUNICIPALITY | TOTAL ees 45 5-9,51, 1014.1 15-19 










aya i! amen = 
Cardston 2,801} 4.35% | 3.42% 
| 129} 116 











.60% | 4.147 | 








Claresholm 





«17% | 4.1% 
97 36 70 
4.52% | 1.67% | 3.264 














114 41 121 






Ft. Macleod 4.57% | 1.64% |4.85% 
eee) 5Y 105 












5.067 | 2.04% 4.217% 





' 
: 



































20 | 12 13 
Granum 6.897%,4 4.13% 14.487 
14 6 | 9 
4.82% | 2.06% | 3.10% 

pee een oe ee ee 

55 2 ae | 
Magrath 4.11% {1.56% (2.917% 
58 SP P36 
ST32h 1 263517 | 2.69% 

= en = ———oe 
Let 359 
Nanton Le OZ oe 
Ek aes 
4.64% 22) 6 35%, 
180 267 117 31 | 95 
P. Creek 6.07% 4.01% | 9.01% 3.95%, 04% | 3.207, 
161 115 228 109 26-4) #98 





5 43% 3.88% | 7.70% 





| 
3.68% | 2.56% 10.94% | 3.30% | 





continued 
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MUNICIPALITY | TOTAL | 10-14 | 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-34 | 35-44] 45-54 | 55-64 
































M 21 dM 13 
Stavely 349 6.01% | 3.72% ide 
F 21 14 20 
6.01% | 4.01% 5 173% 





93 101 































Blairmore 4.69% | 5.107% 
91 | 104 
4.59% | 5.25% | 
M 84 97 
Coleman he Jae 4.90% | 5 66% 
| F 69 98 
4,022 | 5.72% 
+ she eel i 
M Poi lad ye 
Vulcan 1,310 6.877 
F 67 
eas 
Barons 
Coutts | i 
0.647, 
M i 
Grassy Lake| 274 2.55%, 
| | F r 
| iy ik, do? yd ey 4 
| M 22 2 | 
Nobleford | 309! 7.12% 0.65% 
F 1 
| | | ra ty 4 | 6.807, 5.827 5.187 0.977%.| 0.32% 


Page 22. continued 





Rag “7 seat p a - 
MUNICIPALITY TOTAL 2 0-4 rer | 10-14 : 












- 15-19 
| oO) yl 9 ie a) 
Stirling ~ 6.62% | 5577%) 5.34% 342% | 6.41% 
ae 26]. | 26 13 20 
6.84% 15.564} 5:56%} 2.78% | 4.277, 
33 |. 26 99 14 20 
Warner 6.99% 15.5121 4.66%] 2.97% | 4.23% 
oe) 22 19 8 
usp 14.667 4.02%! 1.69% | 
8 8 | 7 4 
6.30% 16.30%; 5.51%| 3.15% | 5.512 | 
lg he OR he =f OR pee 
394% | 6.30%; 1.57%) 3.94% | 3.947, 
| i} ir} )20] 9 12 
Glenwood 4.37% 16.20% | 7.30%1 3.28% | 4.37% 
OS ba ae 9 10 
6.57% 17.67%! 5.11% f 3.28% | 3.65% 
he 16]; 14 11 4 15 
’ Hillspring 243; 18.64%] 6.58% 15.762 | 4.53%} 1.65% | 6.17% 
F 21 iE Bech Gh n iene 
| 


3.647 | 9.88% 





| M 13 | 12 ws 
Arrowwood 195 BaOye 1 © .L54 2.057% 
H 4 ll 
| be 


2.057 |} 


Carmangay h| 3.03% |. 3.70% 


ig ae pe: 
1.35% | 6.067 





aS | ll 19 
Champion 419 | 7.16% | 5.97% {6.20 | 5.01%] 2.63% | 4.53% 
‘raga Be 34 7 | ej call C8 | 16 





8. 11% | 5.01% |5.97% | 3.82% | 2.63% | 3.82% 








— : “Page 23. 


— “a4 At { = , 
20-24 | 25-34 } 35-44 ee eee 65-69 | 704 


1.50% 


as el 6. Sort 3. or 0.64% | 2.147, 


5 08% 













6.36% | 4.457 









a 
7.09% | 6.72% | 


? oN 


7.09% ; 7.097, | 


H 14 3 | 
3 ee 











) ~ ro) 
See eee ee be | 


0.32% 

































7 


10 


24 


13 


1.69% | 2.75% 


> 
94% 


11% | 1.09% | 1.09% 


a 


(} j 140% 


9 


3.707 


2 
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Blood and 3,889 
Peigan 


10.59% | 38.18% 
343 
3.827% 


6.74% | 5.34% 
248 207 
6.38% | 5.32% 


M 412 318 | 262 208 


4.69% 
69 
9.422% | 
Ey 
Frank LwO2ie t lade ul Bea ieee Oa 
iW 8 10; 71 
| 5.38% | 3.59% | 4.48% | 3.147% 
Indian Reserves: 
| | 
| 
| 














Rural Municipalities: 


536 | 447] 353 
Taber M.D. 14 7,349 | | 8.12%] 7.29% | 6.08% | 4.80% 
, 'r{ 519! 506 | 383] 333 





7.06% | 6.90% 15.21%] 4.60% 














615 

County of 11,184 5.504 
Lethbridge, 26 468 
4.187 






304 
6.09% 
267 


5.35% 


Warner Co. 5 


4.77% 





F 7 6 6 12 
4.19% | 3.59% | 3.59% | 7.182 





1.380% 


148 
3817, 
164 
4.22% 
266 
3.62% 
203 
2.76% 


522 
4.67% 

308 
2.15% 


hi 5.33%} 


214 
5.507 
228 
5.862 
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6.697% 
422 
5.747 


809 
7.23% 
605 
5.417% 
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! 3 2 
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F 2 1 
| 2.50%} 1.25% 
M 92 
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5 80% 
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3.70%} 1.54% | 2.387, 
77 37 54 
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7 Od Arg eB 77} 102 
6.03% | 7.01% | 5.63%} 1.58% | 2.10% 
334! 292 184 ee aes | 
6.87% | 6.00%, | 3.78% 1.09% | 2.28% 
161} 290 | 390} -327 1° 214 721} 103 
3.21% | 5.77% |5.77% | 6.51% 14.26%] 1.43% | 2.05% 
82 | 263 | 345.1 252 139; 48] 65 
1.63% | 5.24% | 6.877, 02% {2.77%} 0.95% | 1.29% 

3 = 5 6 | 4 | 
3.75% 125% 6.25% | 7.50% |5. 00% | 
2 | aia | 

2.50% | 7. ah 6.25% | 3.75%, . =i'| : 
61 89 128 125) 57 
3.31% (4.83% 16.94% 15. ne 6.78% 1 1. ae 3.09% 
46 92 110 | 102 77 19 50 
2.49% 14.99% 15.97% 15.53% [4.18%] 1.03% , 2.717 
leh} 21 13 9 5 2 4 
13.53 15.79 |9.77% | 6.77% |3.76%| 1.507% | 3.017 
| 3 6 6 | 6 1 1 | l 
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PART 2 


PAST POPULATION TRENDS 2 ey: i 


on order to beasrunin past Dope Ie od trends in the pei bn. ERLE De inaeideered coer has 
been seliected and enatyred | 
V. Total population changes for: 
(a) The Oldman River Region, 
(b) Urban and Rural Classifications, 
(c) Monicipali cies 
(4) Rural eee Ale 
(i). Farm and ich race Categories 
(ii) Each Township 
(iii) Unincorporated site aneks of 50 or more population. 
25. Natural inevanhe and iigeukdien: 


Statistics relate mainly to the Region as a whole because of insufficient information 


relating. to subdivisions of the Region. 


For the purpose of comparison, statistics relating to Alberta and in some cases, Canada, are shown 


where appropriate. 
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Leen 


TOTAL POPULATION CHANGES. .- OLDMAN: RIVER REGION. 


a4 


Table 7 and Diagrams 9 to ll show population trends both by total population and by 


percentage change for the Oldman River Region as a whole, and for Canada and Alberta for compar - 


ison. 


uA 


The statistics show: 


x 


The eee oa of the Region almost doubled during the 50 years 1911 - 1961 from 
39,712 to 118,854. | 

There has been a ete ther than spectacular rate of increase during each 10 year 
period since 1911 with the exception of the "depression" nertod 1931 - 1941 when the 
strsiatios “pivah be eee (by 0.17). : 

eee pert bs rere ot increase for each period (exciudine 1931 - 1941) was 1.88%, 
Seah yen 1.40%, 1956 SO GLLEG e390 ie Olt =: 199). | 

Although the total population increase of just over 35,000 between 1941 and 1961 was 
the highest recorded for a similar period of time since 1911, the percentage increase 
was actually slightly less than that for the period, 1911 - 1931 (38.5% as compared 
with 43.8%). 

The average rate of population increase for the Region for the period 1911 - 1961 is 
less than the rates for both Alberta and Canada. The total population increase for 


this period being - Canada 153%, Alberta 256% and Oldman River Region 99%. 
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Since 1951, the percentage increase for the Region has been less than half of that 
for the Province - Oldman River Region 17%, Alberta 39% for the period 1951 - 1961. 
Recent trends show that the rate of population increase for the Region is falling. 
The average annual rate for 1951 - 1956 was 1.7% and for 1956 - 1961, 1.4%.. 

It appears likely that the rate of increase since 1961 is continuing to fall, for 
based on the Department of Municipal Affairs population estimates * the average 
annual rate of increase for the 1961 - 1964 period would be 0.6%. 

It appears likely that the’ rate of population increase for. Alberta as a whole is 
also falling, the average annual- rate being 3.9%, 1951 - 1956; 3.7%, 1956 - 1961; 


and 2.3%, 1961 - 1964,’ if based on the Department of Municipal Affairs estimates. 


——- 


The population estimates issued by the Department of Municipal Affairs in 1965 are 


taken to represent the 1964 population since most of the censi for the various 


municipalities were taken in 1964. Although this population estimate (121,074) includes 


1961 census figures for those municipalities which have not taken a census since that 


time, it is likely that this estimate will approximate that of the actual 1964 popula- 


tion, since those municipalities not taking a census do not normally anticipate any 


significant increase in population - in fact mamy anticipate a decrease. 


Page 28. 


The main reasons for the Bibwing down of the rate of population increase in the Region, 
particularly since 1956, would appear to he due to a lower birth rate and an increased rate of 
migration away from the Region (See Natural’ Increase and Migration Section). The lower birth 
rate is in line with national trends, whereas migration from the Region may largely be a refléction 
of the agricultural based economy. | | 

' The higher Provincial rate of population increase as compared with that of the Region is 


most likely explained by the phenomenal growth of Calgary and Edmonton. 
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TABLE 7. POPULATION CHANGES 1901 - 1961 CANADA, ALBERTA AND OLDMAN RIVER REGION. 
1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1956 1961 

CANADA | POPULATION | 5,371,315 |7,206,643 | 8,787,949 | 10,376,786 | 11,506,655 {14,009,429 16,080,791 18,238,247 

ANNUAL "a aN % 

7 CHANGE 3.41 219 1.81 1.09 a 2.7 
ALBERTA | POPULATION 73,022 374,295 588 ,454 731,605 796, 169 939,501 11237106 1,331,944 

| ANNUAL te 2 

7 CHANGE 41.26 ean 2.43 0.87 1.80 ae9 3./ 
OLDMAN | POPULATION 11,494 395 fhe J3,967 85,097 85,805 LOT, 993 110,653 118,854 
RIVER ANNUAL 

41.95 2v39 1.61 -0.01 1.89 1.7 1.40 


REGION | % CHANGE 
| 


{ 


Total Percentage Increase 1911 - 1961 


CANADA - 153.1% 
ALBERTA 255.8% 
OLDMAN RIVER REGION 99 .0% 
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POPULATION 


- OLDMAN RIVER REGION 
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OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


(b) TOTAL POPULATION CHANGES 


URBAN - RURAL CLASSIFICATIONS 


Table 8 and Diagram 12 illustrate changes in the urban * and rural population of the 
Region since 1901, 
Recent population trends, since 1951, are compared with those for Canada and Alberta 
in Tables 9 and 10 and Diagrams 13 and 14. 
The statistics show: 
f= There has been a marked increase in the population of urban areas as compared with 
rural areas since 1921. Approximately the same number of-people lived in the rural 
areas in 1961 (55,384) as in 1921 (52,225), whereas the urban population almost 
trebled during the same period (63,470 in 1961.as compared with ae ek Bo al 8 Si ho a i 
During the same period the proportion of urban to rural population changed from 
29.4% urban and 70.6% rural in 1921 to 53.4% urban and 46.6% rural in 1961. 
an The greatest rate of population increase for urban areas was recorded during the 
period 1941 - 1951, (mainly after 1945) when the average annual rate was 5.5%. 
3s Since 1951, the rate of increase for urban areas has been falling, the average 


annual rate being 3.4% in 1956 - 1961 as compared with 5.2% in 1951 - 1956. 
LL ce 
* Settlemeats of 1,000 or more population. 
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Censi taken in a number of urban municipalities since 1961 would appear to indicate ( 
that the rate is falling still further. Ee F wa H - ache) 

The rural population of the region has been falling since 1931, with the exception of 

the period 1941 - 1951, when there was a slight {natenae cere annual increase 0.2%), 
probably caused by immigration after the war. Loa | 

The greatest rate of decrease was recorded between 1951 and 1956 (average annual decrease 
0.8%). Since that time the population has ecnttaued to fall, but at a Gaenete Bari 
rate (average annual decrease 0.4%, 1956 - 1961). | | 

The proportion of urban to rural population has increased in both Alberta and choade 

soe whole, as well as in the Bide Me although the Ser cen rags pat et has been greater 

in Alberta than in the Region. | | 

The urban percentage of the total population of Alberta rose from 45.8% in 1951 to. 63.97% 
in 1961 as he with a rise fine Region from 42.3% in 1951 to 53.47 is ‘1961. 
pespite these increases the urban Sorcentain both for Siberka and for the Region is still 
below the 71.1% Sipe for Canada 

Between 1951 and 19€1 the urban population of the Region increased by 46.9%. te was 
slightly bigher than the 44 0% increase in the urban pope ers of Canada Spe de 


cana avauts less than the (88. on increase for Alberta. 
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During the same period, rural depopulation has been proportionately greater in the 
Region than in Alberta and Canada - a decrease of 5.8% in the rural population of 
the Region for 1951 - 1961 as compared with a 1.7% decrease for Alberta and a 6.7% 


increase for Canada. 


The decline in the proportion of the population of the Region living in rural areas appears 
largely to have resulted from a trend to larger farms in non-irrigated areas; less labour required 
to operate the farms; and because more people desire to live in urban areas to take advantage of 
urban facilities. Many farmers now live in urban areas and travel daily to their farms, and many 
move from the country to urban areas after retirement from work. 

The greater rate of rural depopulation in the Region than in Alberta could be due to the 
fact that a greater proportion of additional land is being opened up for agriculture in other 
areas of the Province than in the Region. 

The greater rate of urban growth in Alberta is largely accounted for by the rapid growth of 
Calgary and Edmonton, and possibly also because the oil boom has affected the economy of other 


parts of the Province more than the Region. 
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URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 13 
1951-1961 
OLDMAN RIVER REGION ALBERTA AND CANADA 
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URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION CHANGES BY PERCENTAGE 
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TABLE 8. POPULATION CHANGES 1901 - 1961 URBAN AND RURAL AREAS = OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


| 
1901 Looks 1921 L950 L5G i | 1956 1961 


2,072 Pe be 21.742" | "96,473. | 27,881 43,194 - 54,217 | 63,470 
| 
{ 


75.4 had Emi 0.5 eae) D2 : 3.4 











Population 


Average Annual 
Percentage 
URBAN Change 
Percentage 
of Total 


Population 18.0 29.6 29°54 30.8 S2n5 Loe) 49.0 one 











Population 39,424 55, 384 
Average Annual i 
Percentage | “ut 
RURAL Change 1.4 ee | -0.8 -0.4 
Percentage of | 
Total 
Population 69.2 67.5 oT | 51.0 46.€ 
aa : | (aie Sneed Lee 
TOTAL POPULATION . 
OLDMAN RIVER REGION 11,494 59, f12 fasaor 85,897 LOL. 993 110,653 ay »3854 


NOTE: Urban population consists of settlements of over 1,000 population. 


Rural population is the remainder. 
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TABLE 9. DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY PERCENTAGE OF URBAN AND RURAL AREAS 1951 - 1961 


OLDMAN RIVER REGION, ALBERTA AND CANADA 





URBAN URBAN 











49 .0% 51.0% 










Oldman River Region 42.3% 53.4%, 46.6% | 
Alberta | 45.8% | 56.6% 43.4% 63.9% 36.1% | 
Canada 62 .9% 66.6% 33.4% q19 28.9% | 
TABLE 10. AVERAGE ANNUAL PERCENTAGE CHANGE OF URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION 1951 - 1961 


OLDMAN RIVER REGION, ALBERTA AND CANADA 
















1951 = 1956 
URBAN 


"1956 - 1961 
URBAN RURAL 















Oldman River Region “+3 64% 





-0.47 








Alberta +6.8% Onus yA 





Canada +3.7% +0.6% 





Page 36 ° 


1. 


(i) 


(c) TOTAL POPULATION CHANGES 

Municipalities 

Tables 11 to 13 and Diagrams 15 to 21 illustrate Popul aeton trends for each individual 
mundeipality and for each category of municipality - Cities, Towns and Villages, Rural Munici- 
palities and Indian Badbeenraet: 

Cities (City of Lethbridge) 

The most striking feature beste’ bi the lati has been the growth of the City of 
Lethbridge both in total population and as Seal eee the population of the Region. 

Between 1911 and 1961 the population of the City increased by 340%, from 8,050 in 1911 
to 35,452 in 1961, and from 13.5% of the regional population in 1911 to 29.8% in 1961, 

Although the rates oh increase of Pieters of Lethbridge have been higher since the 
Second World War than at any time in se baile capes be the City since 1911, recent trends show 
that the rate of increase is now falling. 

be ieturicicad-G cases from 7.8%, 1946 - 1951 to BUSTIN Dg sel ras Cas ete 
1956 =+1961\ Bake 1961, the fae has fallen sharply to an average of 0.95% for the period 
1961 - 1965. This rate is only aLighely higher than the lowest rate previously reverted 
since 1901, 0.8% in the "depression" period 1931 - 1941. A full study of the economy and 


detailed population statistics will be necessary to determine exactly why this has taken place 
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(ii) 


and 


(a) 


what future trends are likely to be. 
Town and Villages 


The statistics reveal that: 


-. The combined population of towns and villages in the Region has just over doubled since 


1911 (17,109 in i911 to 35,904 in 1961) with the bulk of the increase taking place since 
1941 (population 1941 - 19,389). 

The proportion of the regional population living in towns and villages was only slightly 
higher (30.2%) in 1961 than in 1911 (28.6%) although between these years the proportion 
fell to its lowest level of 22.6% in 1941, and since has risen steadily. 

The statistics show a marked similarity in the population trends of many of the towns 

and villages in the Region since the beginning of the century. All of these trends reflect 


the economic conditions prevailing during this period. 


The main features are: 


Most of the communities were founded during. the first decade of the century as service 
centres for the surrounding agricultural region (although a few were primarily coal mining 
towns). Most of them recorded their greatest growth before 1911 - the total population 
living in towns and villages increased almost tenfold betwen 1901 and 1911 (from 1,770 


in 1901 to 17,109 in 1911). The growth reflected the intensive land settlement taking 
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(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


place throughout the Region during this period. 

Almost all of the communities experienced their slowest rate of growth during the period 
1921 to 1941. In fact, the population of some of the towns fell during this period. This 
reflected the slow growth of agriculture, the decline of the coal industry and the general 
shrinking of the economy caused by the depression. 

Most towns and villages recorded their greatest growth since 1911 during the immediate 
post war years. This reflected the post war immigration into Alberta. Communities 

grew for a variety of reasons. not all connected with their function as agricultural service 
centres. 

For example, Nanton's growth was largely a result of the, Town's location on a main Provincial 
Highway (Highway No. 2) and the economy of the Town benefited greatly from an increase in 
motor traffic. 

Taber's growth mainly resulted from the establishment of food processing industries in the 


Town to take advantage of the Town's favourable location within an irrigated area, 


‘The population of Pincher Creek almost doubled between 1951 and 1961, largely as a result of 


the establishment of natural gas processing plants near the Town. 
In common with the City of Lethbridge and the Region as a whole, recent trends indicate that 


the rate of population increase in most of the towns and villages is falling. 
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(iii) 


Although the statistics show that the average annual rate of increase for the combined 
population of the towns and villages was the same, (3.4%), for the period 1956 to 1961 
as the rate for 1951 to 1956, this does not indicate the real trend since 1956 because 
the communities of Bellevue, Coutts, Glenwood and Hillspring were newly incorporated 
during this period. Excluding the population of these communities (2,309) the average 
annual rate of increase for the period 1956 to 1961 was 1.9%. 

A definite pattern of growth of settlements according to their suitability as service. 
centres for the surrounding district has taken place since 1901 and particularly since 
the increase in motor traffic. As a result, many of the smaller settlements located 
near larger towns have increased little since the first decade of the century. 

For example, the population of Stirling was 514 in 1911 and 4€8 in 1961, Granum 250 in 
1911 and 290 in 1961 and Carmangay 286 in 1911 and 297 in 1961. 


Rural Municipalities 


The statistics show: 


1 Ia 


The combined population of the rural municipalities reached its peak in 1931 both in 


total population, (50,0684) and as a percentage of the total regional population (59.1%). 


The population of the rural municipalities has steadily decreased since 1931 with the 


exception of a slight increase 0.1% between 1941 and 1951 reflecting post war immigration. 
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The greatest rate of decrease in the population of rural municipalities has taken place 

since 1951, the average annual rate being 1.3%, 1951 - 1956 and 1.4%, 1956 - 1961, although 
by excluding villages incorporated between 1956 and 1961 the rate for 1956 - 1961 would be 
0.47. 

Since 1951, all of the Rural Municipalities in the Region have decreased in population with 
the exception of the Municipal District of Taber and the Municipal District of Pincher Creek. 
The population of M.D. of Taber increased by 19.3% - probably resulting from more intensive 
farming due to the increasing use of irrigation. The small increase of O37 in-the M.D. of 
Pincher Creek was probably accounted for by increased activity in the natural gas industries 
in the area. 

Possible causes of rural depopulation, generally, have already been dealt with in the urban- 
rural section, although population decrease in some of the rural municipalities since 1956 
partly came about for other reasons - M.D. of Willow Creek from the abandoning of the air 
force base near Claresholm; M.D. of Cardston due to the incorporation of Glenwood and Hillspring 


as villages; County of Warner due to the incorporation of Coutts as a Village. 
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POPULATION CHANGES 1901 - 1961 BY TYPE OF MUNICIPALITY 


Average 
Annual % 
Change 


m OL Total 


Average 
Annual % 


Change 


“% of Total 
Population 


Population 
Average 
Annual % 
Change 


% of Total 
Population 
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Average 
Annual %_. 


Change 


% of Total 
Population 
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Population 
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U924 





1901 | 1911 
2,072 | 8,050 | 11,097 
28.9 3.8 
13.5 15.0 
1,770 117,109 | 19,038 
86.7 Lei 
28.6 | °25.8 
5,769 132,927 | 42,191 

H : 
47.1 2.8 
55.2 57.0 
1,883 1,621 
22 





1931 


13,489 


50, 684 


1,798 
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1941 
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1951 


- OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


1956 





11,494 | 59,712 73,907) 855697 | 85,805 | 101,993 110,653 


1961 


29.8 


35,904 


3.4 


30.2 


43,607 


mel WA Ses 


36.7 





3,889 


2.0 


3.3 


118,854 


| 340%, - 






1911-1961 
TOEAL 7, 
Increase 


1107 


32% 


eS ee oe 


140% 


997, 
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TABLE 12. POPULATION CHANGES 1901 - 1961 - MUNICIPALITIES - OLDMAN RIVER REGION 
MUNICIPALITY | 1901 | 1911 1921 
Cities: 
Lethbridge 2,072 8,050 11,097 
Towns: 
Coaldale - - 142 
*Diamond City - 510 198 
Milk River ~ - 181 
Picture Butte - - - 
Raymond - 1,465 1,394 
Taber - 1,400 1,750 
Vauxhall - - - 
Cardston 639 1,207 1,612 
Claresholm - 809 9€3 
Fort Macleod 79€ 1,844 © 1,723 
Granum - 250 279 
Magrath - 995 1,069 
Nanton - FR: 710 
Pincher Creek | Kb "A tae 888 
Stavely - 245 292 
Blairmore | ~ 15137 i552 
Coleman - | ie 3s F 1,590 
Vulcan - 





¢ 641 





Villages: 

Barons 7) 253 284 234 369 352 345 
*Coalhurst - 928 953 - - - - 
*Commerce - 360 ‘- Lk - - - 

Coutts - - - - - - 469 
*Enchant - 92 92 7/6 - - - 

Grassy Lake 247 leél - - 167 282 274 

Monarch 105 41 Vi) - - - - 

Nobleford - 142 143 111 235 263 309 
*Retlaw - 154 84 - - - - 

*kS tafford 


985 - | - = - - - 
cont inued, eeee 
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TABLE 12 continued 





Stirling basal pe PAR, 437 520 430. 468 
Warner - prec ol 296 422 
Cowley DELP Sar Butea iy 125 119 
Glenwood - “ - - 
Hillspring = = - 
*Mountain View - 89 ~ ~ 
*Pincher City - 116 - - 
Ar rowwood Lie aera 251. 222 
Carmangay - 286 Fa 285 
Champion - 103 320 378 
Lomond —- = Lids 153 
Milo - ‘a= - aS Be 141 
Bellevue w= - - ~ 
Frank | ie 806 - 204 239 
*Lillé j a Tae 303 - : . 
Municipal Districts 
Improvement Districts 
and Counties: 
Taber M.D. 14 c 80 4,806 - 3, 665 BsL57 
Lethbridge Co. 26 hee i230 4,660 - DE ee 13,857 
Warner Co. 5 ~ 496 2,387 - B20 fi ge 4 
Cardston M.D. No.6 g? Pies 3, 584° SL 76L. 6,293 
P. Creek M.D. 9 * “£,198 3, 304 - 3, 638 . o2245 
Willow Creek M.D. 26 7 a2 6, 230" 5,970. 5,166 
Vulcan Co. 2 ee fbk a ev Sy 6,145. 5,094 3, 087. 5,018 
LL.D. 8 13 20 78 167 110 80 
I.D. 10 CSE | 1,549 say: 4,706 3,269 1,844 
a a ae | 22 ls hoe 162 125 100: 133 
Indian Reserves: i} 
Blood and Peigan Ae | { 
148 and 147 | °1,883 | 1, 626° 355 | 3,524 3,889 
: : inade ‘ 1 


Be" 2,5 


* These settlements are now unincoporated 
** == Now part of Lethbridge 
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MUNICIPALITY 
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Stavely 
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Coleman 
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OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


0.7 


continued 





5.3 (4.0) 
31.1. 41379) 
Asay CHRD 
0.9 (0.9) 
7.0. (2) 
oe he ak 8 
debud Gls) 
oto7 Ps} 
PS ba | 
oO, aet-021) 
Gt 5°02) 
PE al ee), 
6.32 (a9) 
O:6) (0885 
O.97. (0:7)? 


0.02 (0.07) 


0 ie he 
(4.2) 
(0.8) 


(1.4) 
(-0,5) 





TABLE 13 continued 








Glenwood 
Hillspring 
Arrowwood -1.4 =Fs2 whee 5 TE aan han Wie 9 | 
Carmangay -1.8 244 0.4 0.2 (0.3) 
Champion 0.3 ee) i bes § Lz. Ci,1) 
Lomond -2./ 1.9 6.0 eA | Lior) 
Milo -0.4 0.9 1.8 0.8 (0.8) 
Bellevue 
Frank -2,4 Lae B -0.7 -0.6 .(-0.5) 
Municipal Districts, 
Improvement | 
Districts & Counties: | 
Taber M.D. 14 | 4 ld oon 0.9 1.9 1 ee a | 
Lethbridge Co. 26 | 6.9 1.6 ja -1.9 0.3 (0.5) 
Warner Co. 5 2.8 0.9 -0.4 -0.6 -0.03 (-0.03) 
Cardston M.D...6 Pato. t Ne -0.7 -2.2 ~0.8 (-0.9) 
Po. Greek: M.D..5 Priests -1.0 -1.1 OL -O32°, £-0.7) 
Willow Creek M.D. 26 0.8 wd <1'.3 -0.6 | bak teh. 2) 
| Vulcan Co. 2 ; -O.1 od Nh, -0,.2 | ~153°::€-1.5) 
(Pisa | | 
CIS DSE1O» biel. ae 2.0 -5.9 i ets 3) 
Ge Lipaes pre 
Indian Reserves: | 
Blood & Peigan LA 2.0 1.8 MMe 5 3.9 (3.0) 


148 and 147 | 
ee ements etee ren emer ee pS a ' 





NOTE: The figures shown in brackets for the period 1931 - 1961 are averages of the annual 
percentage population changes for each 10 year period, whereas the figures not in 
brackets are based on the total population changes between 1931 and 1961. 
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lL. (d) CHANGES IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION WITHIN RURAL MUNICIPALITIES 


Tables 14 to 16 and Diagrams 22 to 27 illustrate changes in the distribution of population 
within Rural Municipalities between 1956 and 1961 for townships, unincorporated settlements and 
farm and non-farm population. For the purposes of comparison, changes in the distribution of 
farm and non-farm population are shown for the Region and the Province. 
Because different definitions of farm population were used in the Dominion Censi for the 
“years 1956 and 1961, the 1961 figures have been adjusted to conform with the 1956 definition. 
_It was, found that the farm population for the Province in 1961 was 1.6€% less by using the 1961 
‘definition than it would have been if the 1956 definition had been used. The 1961 figures for 
each rural municipality have therefore been increased by 1.6%. 
Distribution by Townships 

Generally, most of the townships in which the population has increased since 1956 by 20 
.Or more persons with an average annual increase of 1% or more, are situated in the eastern and 
southern parts of the Region; whereas most of the townships in which the population has decreased 
since 1956 by 20 or more persons with an average annual decrease of 1% or more, are situated near 
the City of Lethbridge and in the northern part of the Region. 

It will be necessary to carry out specialized studies to fully determine the reasons for 


population changes in these particular localities, although it is noted that most of the townships 
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where increase has taken place are in irrigated areas; whereas most of the townships which 
have decreased in population are dry land areas or near the City of Lethbridge. The latter. 
could be an indication of the trend to larger farms in Gre dey land areas and farmers moving 
to the City to live and commuting daily to their farms. | = 
Dire _Unincorporated Settlements (of 50 or At) ae 

_ There were 33 unincorporated settlements Pack with a population of 50 or more persons 
in the Region in 1961 with a total population of 4,178, as compared with 24 settlements with 
a population of 3,470 in 1956, an increase of 16.9%. The population increase of settlements 
included in both the 1956 and 1961 totals was 2.8%. 

There was little change in the total population living in unincorporated settlements in 
the County of Vulcan and the Municipal Districts of Taber and Willow Creek between 1956 and 
ihe Teh A Tncreapes in population of unincorporated settlements in the other Municipalities 
ranged from 11.7% in the County of pee ecg o0d 62.0% in the Municipal District of Cardston. 
These increases were largely due to the fact that there were more settlements of 50 or more 
persons in these municipalities in 1961 than in 1956. 

It is noted that settlements bordering the ans of Lethbridge Gendieeitle. Fairview, 
Riverbottom and Rollag Subdivision) and oe Town of Taber (Johnson Addition) all increased 


in population between 1956 and 1961. 
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3. Farm - Non-Farm Population 


With the exception of the M.D. of Taber (1.2% average annual increase) and I.D. No. 10 
(15.3% average annual increase), the farm population in all the municipalities has decreased 
since 1956. Other than the Indian Reserves (8.0% average annual decrease) the County of 
Lethbridge registered the greatest decrease (4.0%, average annua | decrease). Non-farm popul- 
ation increased in all municipalities with the exception of M.D. of Willow Creek and I.D. No. 
10, The decrease in Willow Creek was largely due to the removal of the air force base near 
Claresholm. 

These statistics indicate that the depopulation of rural areas is confined to farm 
population. The possible reasons for the decline in farm population have already been dealt 
with in the report. 

The comparison of statistics for the Region as a whole with those of the Province show 
that since 1956, trends in farm and non-farm population have been very similar in the Region 
and the Province. Farm population has decreased in both cases - the average rate of decrease 
per annum being 2.4% for the Region and 2.3% for the Province; whereas non-farm population 
has increased - the average 1ate of increase per annum being 4.2% for the Region and 3.9% 


for the Province. 
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OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


total population changes 


1956-1961 by township (excluding 
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percentage population changes 


1956-1961 by township 
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TABLE 14. POPULATION OF UNINCORPORATED PLACES (50 and over population) 


1956 - 1961 OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


; | 1956 1961 Average Annual % Change 


County of Lethbridge No. 26 


Coalhurst 1 
Diamond City -12 
Hardieville 5 
Iron Springs rae 
Monarch - 0 
Turin - 2 
Fairview 21 

Shaughnessy ie 
Broder Canning Co. Farm 

Riverbottom, Lethbridge 2.4 
Rollag Subdivision 





County of Vulcan No. 2 


Brant _ 58 76 6.2 
Ensign (49) 51 0.8 
Queens town 83 67 eee PS, 
Travers 51 50 - 0.4 


County of Warner No. 5 


New Dayton 94, 102 1 
Wrentham 74 Libs 6. 


M.D. of Taber No. 14 


Barnwell 169 190 2 
Enchant 102 97 -0 
Hays 109 62 “8. 
Johnson Addition (near Taber) 82 101 4 
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TABLE 14. continued 
| 


M.D. of Willow Creek No. 26 











Parkland 0.9 
M.D. of Cardston No. 6 
Beazer 50 
Hartleyville 
Leavitt 4.9 
Mountain View -4.9 
Spring Coulee “4.9 
Standoff 
M.D. of Pincher Creek No. 9 
Burmis . ri 67 ‘ “2.6 
Lundbreck 94 112 ono 
Pincher Station 80 79 -0.2 
LaleonOse.u 
Hillcrest 594 618 0.8 
Sentinel ai 





* Population not separately recorded in 1956 Census. It is assumed that there 
were less than 50 people in these settlements at that time. 


( ) Actual population recorded in 1956 Census although less than 50 persons. 
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TABLE 15. FARM AND NON-FARM POPULATION CHANGES 1956 - 1961 RURAL MUNICIPALITIES 


OLDMAN RIVER REGION 


FARM POPULATION AVERAGE ANNUAL | NON-FARM POPULATION AVERAGE ANNUAL 


MUNICIPALITY 1956 1961 % Change 1956 1961 % Change 
M. D. Taber 14 +) 9,039 6,181 Pele 895 1,168 ts G6 k. 
County Lethbridge 26 9,633 7,695 “4.0 1,991 3,489 + 1550 
County Warner 5 —. 4,630 4,280 te 527 1,180 + 24.8 
M.D. Cardston 6 4,930 4,224 - 2.9 468 1,197 od? 
“M.D. Pincher Creek 9 2,577. 2,362 ae ey 532 878 Pole 
M.D. Willow Creek 26 4,871 4 211 rae | t.473 652 ek 
County Vulcan 2 4,624 4,229 oe An Ge | 463 789 + 1loalk 
I.D. 8 - - - 110 80 ate 525 
I.D. 10 wp 90 +1523 3,218 3,077 = 2069 
TDC? 92 85 - 1,5 8 48 +100.0 
Indian Reserves 1,922 Rely Res” - 8.0 1,602 2,734 + 14,1 


a 


1956 DEFINITION OF FARM POPULATION USED 
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TABLE 16: 


ALBERTA 
Population 


% of Rural Population 


Average Annual 
% Change 





OLDMAN RIVER REGION 
Population 
% of Rural Population 


Average Annual 
% Change 





RURAL POPULATION CHANGES FARM AND NON-FARM 1951 - 1961 


FOR ALBERTA AND OLDMAN RIVER REGION 





1951 1956 1961 

Farm Non-Farm Rural Farm Non-Farm Rural Farm Non-Farm Rural 
339,376 149,627 469,003 | 327,202 160,091 487,293 | 289,081 191,287 480 ,368 
69.4 30.6 100.0 66.1 32:9 100.0 60.2 39.8 100.0 

~ 0.7 + 1.4 -0.06 eS + 3.9 sia 0 ins) 
40,332 18,467 58,799 39,165 Li ger 56,436 34,512 20,072 55,384 
68.6 aro 100.9 69.4 30.6 100.0 62235 SWS) 100.0 
- 9.6 se BG - 0.8 ~ 2.4 at ees -— 0.4 


Based on 19£6 Definitions of Farm and Non~-Farm Population 
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2. NATURAL INCREASE AND MIGRATION 


(A) Natural Increase 


In the absence of statistics relating to natural increase for the Region, Provincial birth 


and death rates have been used to illustrate long term trends. This information has been obtained 


from the Vital Statistics Division of the Department of Public Health and is shown in Table 17 


and Diagram 28. 


The Statistics show that: 

The birth rate has fluctuated considerably since 1921, whereas the death rate has remained 
comparatively stable since that time. 

The birth rate reached its lowest level in 1936, 20.4 per 1,900 population and its igtiest 
level: in:1956, 31.0 per 1,000 population. Since 1956 the birth rate has been falling and 
by 1963 it had dropped to. 27.4 per 1,000 population. 

The death rate has fallen from 8.4 per.1,000 population in 1921 to 6.7 per 1,900 in 1963. 
Since 1956 the rate has remained almost static. 

The rate of natural increase has been falling gradually since 1956, from 24.2 per 1,000 
population in 1956 to 20.7 per 1,090 in 1963. The 1963 rate was the lowest recorded since 
1950. 


From information presently available it appears likely that the rate of natural increase for 
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(B) 


the Region has been less in recent years than the Provincial average. For example, in 1961 the 
rate of natural increase for Census Divisions 2 and 3 * was 21.1 per 1,000 as compared with the 
Provincial average of 22.5 per 1,000 and in 1963, 18.6 per 1,000 as compared with 20.7 per 1,000 
for the Province. The differences are largely due to a lower birth rate in Census Divisions 2 
and 3 than the Provincial rate. This is probably accounted for by a lower proportion of women 
in the child bearing age groups. In 1961, 19.0% of the total population of the Oldman River 
Region were women aged 15 - 44, whereas 20.4% of the population of Alberta were women in these 


age groups. 


Migration 

Although no records have been kept relating to migration to and from the Region, it is possible 
to make an estimate of past migration trends over a particular period by comparing the total popul- 
ation changes for the Region as recorded by the Dominion Cengus with the estimated natural increase 


for that period based on the Provincial birth and death rates. The accuracy of the estimates will 





The differences between the area covered by Census Divisions 2 and 3 and the Regional Planning 
Area are that I.D.'s 8, 10, and 27 and the Crowsnest Pass Municipalities are within Census 
Division No. 9 and the County of Vulcan is within Census Division No. 5, whereas the County of 


Newell No. 4, which is in Census Division No. 2, in not in the Region. 
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be dependent upon the actual rate of natural increase of the Region corresponding with the Provincial 
rates. 

The estimated population change by natural increase and migration for the Region during the 
period 1921 to 1961 is shown on Table 18 and Diagram 29. 


These estimates indicate that: 


There has been a net outward migration from the Region throughout the period 1921 to 1961. 

Pa Net outward migration reached its highest level, 1.39% per annum during the period 1931 to 
1941, and its lowest level during the period 1941 to 1951 when it was almost Nil FUs0S 7. 
per annum, 

=f The rate of outward migration from the Region has been increasing since 1951, being 0.08% 


per annum 1941 - 1951, 0.6% 1951 - 1956 and 1.0%, 1956 - 1961. 
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TABLE 17. BIRTH AND DEATH RATES ALBERTA 1921 - 1963 


Year. <3 Birth Rate Death Rate Natural Increase 





BIRTH AND DEATH RATES CENSUS DIVISIONS 2 and 3 1961 - 1963 
1961 27.4 6.3 21.1 


1963 25.5 6.9 18.6 
| 





SOURCE - Annual Reports of the Vital Statistics Division of the Department 


of Public Health. 
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TABLE 18. ESTIMATED NATURAL INCREASE AND MIGRATION TRENDS 1921 - 1961 OLDMAN RIVER REGION. 


1921 - 1931 1931 - 1941 1947 = 1951 1951 = 1956 1956 = 1961 


Total Increase 


(Census) 11,930 8,200 
Annual % Change eae Th yf 
Natural Increase 

(Estimated) 13,690 13,500 
Annual % Change 1.8 ak 
Migration 

(Estimated) ~1,670 -5,300 
Annual % Change - 0.2 -1.0 
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| dee a ay alge 3 
FUTURE POPULATION TRENDS 


As previously stated in the report, it is not proposed to make a firm prediction of the future 
population of the Region until other regional studies, particularly relating to the Regional Economy have 
been carried out. 

At ae stage it is proposed to indicate a variety of possible population projections based on 
past trends observed in this study. 

Projections will be made for the period up to 1986 and will relate to the population of the 
Region as a whole. a 

The Projections are as follows: 

1. Based on natural increase only. 
It was observed in the study of past trends relating to natural increase that the birth 
rate has been decreasing since 1956. Although the rate may continue to decrease in the next 
few years, it is considered that in view of the fact that a large proportion of the present 


population of the Region is under 15 years of age and will move into the marital and child- 


bearing age groups during the period of this projection, the average birth rate during the 


period up to 1986 may not be significantly lower than the present rates. 
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Since 1956, the death rate has remained fairly constant at just under 7.0 per 1,000 
people and it appears likely that this rate will continue in the forseeable future. 
For the purpose of these calculations it is proposed to adopt an average rate of 
natural increase of 18 per 1,900 people throughout the period up to 1986. This is based 
on an average birth rate of 25 per 1,000 people throughout the period up to 1986. This is 
based on an average birth rate of 25 per 1,000 people and a death rate of 7 per 1,000 people. 
Based on these assumptions, the projected population of the Region for the period up to 


1986 taking into account natural increase only, would be: 


1961 119,900 1976 153,500 
1966 129,500 1981 167,500 
1971 141,000 1986 182,500 


Based on natural increase less outward migration. 

The study of past trends showed that there has been a net outward migration of population 
from the Region and that the rate of outward migration has been increasing since 1956. 

It is proposed to make projections of future population based on natural increase at an 
average rate of 18 per 1,090 persons, and 


(a) an outward rate of migration of 1.0% per annum - this is equivalent to the rate of outward 


migration estimated for the 1956 - 1961 period, and 
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(b) an outward rate of migration of 1.5% per annum - this is based on the assumption that the 
trend for an increasing rate of outward migration will continue. 
Based on natural increase less outward migration at the rate of 1.0% per annum, the population 


for the period up to 1986 would be: 


1961 119 ,000 1966 123 , 800 
1971 122,800 1976 134,700 
1981 139,400 _ 1986 145,000 


Based on natural increase less outward migration at the rate of 1.5% per annum the population 


for the period up to 1986 would be: 


1961 119,000 1966 120 ,800 
Love 122,600 1976 124,400 
1981 126,300 1986 123,200 


Based on an increasing urban population and a static rural population. 

The study of past trends. showed that urban population increased by an average rate of 3.4% 
per annum for the period 1956 to 1961, whereas the rural population decreased by 9.4% per annum; 
and since 1951 the rate of increase of urban population and the rate of decrease of rural popul- 
ation has been declining. 


For the purpose of these calculations, it is proposed to assume a static rural population 
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of 55,000 throughout the period up to 1986 and to use two different methods of calculating 
urban population 

(a) based on an average increase of 3% per annum for each 10 year period, and 

(b) based on natural increase alone. 

Based on these assumptions the population of the Region for the period up to 1986 would 
be: 

(a) Static rural population, urban population increasing by 3% per annum average over 


10 year periods: 


1961 119,000 1966 128,500 
19/71 138,000 1976 159,300 
1981 162,700 1986 178,700 


(b) Static rural population, urban population increasing by natural increase only (18 per 


1,000 per annum): 


1961 119,000 1966 124,709 
1971 130,900 1976 137,790 
1981 145,100 1986 153,200 


Based on a simple graphical projection of the 1941 - 1961 population trends. 


Using this method the population figures to 1986 would be: 
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1961 119,000 1966 127,000 
1971 136,000 1976 =144,000 
1981 152,000 1986 161,000 
x. Based on the same average percentage as that recorded for each 10 year period 1911 - 1961. 


The long term average percentage increase, since 1911 has been approximately 15% for each 





10 year period. Based on this assumption, the population figures up to 1986 would be: 


1961 119,090 1966 128,000 
1971 137,000 1976 §©147,000 
1981 197,200 1986 169,000 


These projections are shown in graphical form in Diagram 30; 

It will be noted that there is considerable variation in the projections. They range from 
128,200 (estimated natural increase less migration at 1.54 p-a.) to 182,500 (natural increase alone). 
The former represents an increase of 9,200 persons (average annual increase of 0.3%) for the Region over 
a period of 25 years; whereas the latter represents an increase of 63,500 persons (average annual increase 
of 2.1%). Although a firm prediction of the future population of the Region will not be made until after 
studies of other aspects of regional development have been made, it appears likely from existing inform- 
ation that the 1986 population will fall somewhere midway between the two extremes, possibly within the 


, range 140,000 to 160,000. 
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POPULATION PROJECTIONS 1961-1886 
OLDMAN RIVER REGION 
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